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sored by the well-known printer of Boston and Worcester, Isaiah Thomas. The first edition of the Laus Deo (1786) included the Hallelujah Chorus and many familiar and popular religious songs. Most of the newer books also included a few hymns composed by Americans, the most celebrated of which were Samuel Davies' "Lord I am Thine, Entirely Thine7' and Timothy Dwight's austere choral "I love Thy Kingdom, Lord." Francis Hopkinson, the Philadelphian whose original song My Days Have Been so Wondrous Free (1759) is regarded as colonial America's earliest secular composition, achieved a wide reputation as a psalmodist by virtue of his adaptation of the Psalms of David for the Dutch Reformed church in New York. This work, together with James Lyon's Urania (1761), which likewise marked an achievement in psalmody, indicated that in the Middle Colonies as well as in New England Calvinistic religion was responding to the demand for new and better musical standards in church services.
Calvinist church architecture as well as its church music improved greatly during the eighteenth century. This was partly due to the fact that in the larger and richer communities more means were available for church structures. The spread of Anglicanism and the new architectural fashions in England represented by Sir Christopher Wren and his school also played a part in this development. If the greater emphasis put on ecclesiastical architecture among Calvinists did not consciously reflect the growing idea that objects of beauty might properly turn man's thoughts and feelings toward God, it nevertheless must have enhanced the esthetic experience of the worshiper.
Christian Doctrines and Social Attitudes
Whatever their persuasion, Christians shared certain social ideas. Yet, here, as in conceptions of human nature and esthetics, there was much variety and even considerable contradiction. The Dutch Calvinists, and even more the Swedish and German Lutherans, refrained from applying religious doctrines to political issues. When political authority was seriously challenged, Anglicans tended to emphasize the doctrine of passive obedience to divinely constituted political powers; but they by no means always made a religious duty of political obedience. The Quakers, Men-nonites, Dunkers, and other related sects carefully defined the degree of